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State, feds sign water
Del a s andards a re-"emen  crea es balance
by M.& Naylor ¯ Babbitt candidly dubbed the docu-quick to l~oint out that the agreement
A=Jr~j Executive Editor merit as an environmental agreement,is only a start. Throughout the presen-~ declaring it a basis upon which a Cali-rations, references were made to theSACRAMENTO --. While state andfornia dynamic can be built. Gov. Wil-temporarynature of the a~eement be-federal officials were clainfing an his-son said it will be beneficial to each oftween the federal and state govern-toric momentin the signing of ~_n ag-the three interests involved -- agricu]-,men~s, which establishes a three-yearreement on the Delta Water Qualityture, urban water users and environ-period to work out the manner inControl Plan Wednesday, there was amentalists. " which the a~eemen~ is to be carriedmixed reception among agricultural "We have an agreement that meetsout.interests.At the s~gning ceremony in the Statethe needs of the family, the farmers Several important biolo~cal assess-

Capitol, Gov. Pete Wilson and Secre-and the fish," Browner said. ments have yet to be completed in ad-
tary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt, Under the proposal, the federal anddition to the State ~,Vater Quali~y Con-

along with representatives of the Clubstate water projects will begin operat-trol Board hearings in .~arch.

Fed group and state agencies, calleding cooperatively. And once the State~q’his is a start," said Nelson, who is

the cooperative agreement an unprece-Water Quality Control Board conductsmanager of the San Luis & Delta-Men-

dented move. hearings on the: standar~ls, scheduleddora Water Authorl.=y. ~I wouldn’t call

For both, it signified an end to theto begin inMarch, the two projects willit a solution. It gives us a foundation to

water wars which have been raginguse those standards... ~,, " . " .    work on a balanced approach to water
openly in California during the course Striking themes:ofbalance~uu~ ira-supplies and water use."

of a seven-year drought, and whichbility, representatives of various agen-Wilson referred to Nelson as one of
cles indicated a belief that the a~ee-many people ~’ho served long hourshave been an historic accompaniment
ment marks a new era in state-federaland months in the negotiating process.of water development in this state, relations. Afterwards, Nelson said the agree-Environmental Protection Agency Babbitt said the turning point whichment provides a more equitable wayAdministrator Carol Browner was alsomade resolution of difference possibleimplement the direction of Centrala main speaker at the event. was in July when the state’s businessValley Improvement Act of 1992 than~This is a major victory for consen- community decided to get behind the the process ~’hich has been in place.

sus, for our economy and for protec-
tion," said Gov. Wilson in his openingcooperative effor~ to declare an end to"v2h~s takes away the species-by-spe-

the water wars. des approach to directing the Delta,"r~m&rks. ~nere seems, to be great in-
terest in the news that peace has bro- Los Banos’ water representative he sa~d:, "It doesn’t to.fly do away
ken out in the water wars." who signed the pact,. Dan Nelson, was ,. See Water, Page A6
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lie also said that water nec-
with impacts. But it provides"This is a start. -- I wouhln’t call it a solution, essary to protect species in a
for fewer impacts than would criHcaily dry year, which ex-
have been in place if we hadIt gives us a foundation to work on a balancedceeds that amount, will be pro-
not gone ahead wifl~ t|~e Deltaapproach to water supplies and water llse."vided for by the federal govern-
standards.", meat.

Nelson also no~ed tha~ the --Dan Nelson "This (the agreement) ~ays
signing of the agreement, is that the federal government is
only t!~e first phase of the pro- ¯ at risk for additional water,"
cess,"one of s~tting technical during.a "’Water Foundntion., of the ngreemen~ beLween thehe said. ’    "
standards for, tl~e Delta. Thesponsored ~Reporters Briefingfederal and state govcrnmen~Regarding the legislated
second phase is a water rightspanel discussion on the topic,over water quality standardsdrought experienced by Valley
phase. "This is when the staleMary-Ann Warmerdam, direc-for the Delta. farmers due to environmental
board (Water Quality Controltot of natural resources for the"This action really does pro-restrictions, Nelsbn reiterated
Board) will decide .wh.o lmysCalifornia Farm Bureau l,’ed-vide a hrighl, fnture for Califor-his progress statement. "It’s
how nmch in me~ting thoseeration, said there w~s less op-nia," said Babbitt. "It is showsnot the end of the regulated
standards," said Nelson. timism fi’om elements con-there is room in this state for adrought," he said. "It’s a signlf-

"This was a necessary firstcerned with water rights, rich and vibrant economy andleant step toward that end."
step, and it is a big step for"lh-om a water rights per-a suslainable environment."
agn’iculture," he said. "Up untilspool.ire, we’ve allowed thisWhen a~ked whether the ag- Other major speakers at the
this time, there was no setprocess to go fiwward," sherecmentwouhl place fi~tureen-document signing were Betsy
rides for operation.~ Prior tosaid, "to give it a chance." dangered species at risk, Bah-Rike, assistant secretary of the
this-agreement, he said, waterAccording to llabbitt, thatbitt adamently declared theInterior; Roger Patterson,
agencies were operating underportion of the document whichagreement is one made on be-western regional director for
the CVPIA and some loose in-deals with agriculture supply,half of the environment. "Thethe Bureau of Reclamation;
terpretations of Del~a stan-will provide a guaranteed 65-bottom line of the agreement isand Douglas Wheeler, Califor-
dards made by four or fiveto 70 percent delivery of waterthe pro~ection of the species,~nia resourcessecretary.
agencies. Now, there will befrom the Central Valley Pro-he said. "A reading of the actFederal    agencies    rep-
one entity to retaliate tha~ pro-ject to feder,~l contractors dur-as not protecting fl~ture endan-resented in the signing were
cess. ing non-critically dry years,gered species is an impropertlae Bureau of Reclamation,

"In approaching this in allo~vever, when asked howreading." U.S. Environmental Protection
comprehensive manner, we.those en~ities which hold his-Along with stabilization,Agency, Fish and Wildlife
can now more efficiently ad-retie water rights will be af-balance was emphasized. OneService and the National Ma-
dress resource protection inleered, he said that~ had notarea of concern is the amountrine Fisheries Services --
the Delta, while minimizingbeen worked out yet. of water which will be allowedthose agencies referred to
water costs to our contractors," "It was necessary for us toto be taken from the CentralClub Fed.
Nelson said. "That’s what weget this step first," said Bah-Valley Project for protection ofState agencies represetl-
have accomplished with thisbitt, "before that can occur."fish and wildlife. The doeu-tared were the California Re-
agreement." lie said the water rights nile-"meat sets a maximum of 1.1sources Agency, the California

One area of I.he agriculturecations will take ph~ce at nmillion acre-feet for this pur-Environmental Proi.ection
cninnninil.y has s|iowii solni! SilllSeqileiil. si!L of liil~.elillgS, pose. hi ilnswer tO queslions Agency, the l)elllil’l, lliCnt Of
rl;hlctance I~o the tlgreenlent, This went along with overall about that total amotlnl;, Bab-Water Resolirces, the State
Ihose who represent historicsentiment expressed duringbit said the 800,000 am’e-feetWater Resources "Control
water rights. This was ex-the press briefing ~vhieh em-provided in the Central ValleyBoard and the Department
p,’ossi:d caviler \Vcilno.sday phnsizcd Ihl: slnllilizing cffiirl. Improvement Act of 1992 is in-Fish and Game.


